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INTRODUCTION

The Adkins Family Papers were donated by the Adkins family descendants. The
collection contains approximately 148 items arranged into 5 boxes and 186 photographs arranged
into 2 boxes. Access to this collection may be permitted for the purposes of personal and
scholarly research. The Montgomery County Archives requires that the following credit line be
used in all publications to identify that the image or document used is from its holdings:
Courtesy of the Montgomery County Archives. Specific citation of where the image or document
is located (collection, box, folder, etc.) should be made in an acknowledgements section,
footnote, or bibliography.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

In 2018, the Adkins family descendants donated this collection to the Montgomery
County Archives. This collection includes correspondence, military paperwork, papers, books,
and photographs belonging to the Adkins family. The bulk of the collection pertains to the life of
Frank E. Adkins (1914-1945) and his service in the Army Air Corps during World War 11 (1941-
1945).

Grover Cleveland (G.C.) Adkins was born in Montgomery County, Tennessee to Francis
(Frank) Marion Adkins and Ida Texas Rhinehart Adkins in 1889. Their other children included
Nettie Jane (Adkins) Shelton, Una Pearl (Adkins) Kelley, Wiley M. Adkins and Hardy E.
Adkins. Frank established a general store in the New Providence area, following in his father’s
footsteps as a merchant. The collection includes an 1893 ledger, but it is unclear if it is related to
store business. Frank eventually passed the management of the store to Grover Cleveland in
1911.

In 1909 G.C. Adkins married Ethel Darnell, the daughter of R. E. and Lula (Riggins)
Darnell. Their first child, Doris Adkins, was born in 1910. He died in 1916 at the age of 5 due to
cancer of the kidneys. The couple had two more children, Harold Adkins and Francis (Frank) E.
Adkins, while in Montgomery County before moving to Deep Creek, Virginia. There are a large
number of photographs in the collection that feature Harold Adkins and Frank E. Adkins
together as young children.

G.C. and Ethel’s remaining three children, Kenneth Adkins, Margaret Adkins, and
Barbara Adkins, were all born while the family lived in Virginia. Sometime between 1924 and
1926 the Adkins family returned to Montgomery County, Tennessee. In 1926 Harold Adkins
died at the age of 14 in an accident involving a horse. He is buried in the family plot in
Greenwood Cemetery.

G.C. Adkins succeeded R.C. Wilcox as the Montgomery County Register of Deeds in
1934. He served in that post for twenty years until his retirement in 1954. He died just two years
later at the age of 67. His wife Ethel continued to live in Clarksville until her death in 1981.
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In 1940 Frank E. Adkins joined the Army Air Corps. He had been taking flying lessons at
Austin Peay Normal School prior to his enlistment. He completed his flight training in Texas
before he was transferred to March Field in California. When the attack on Pearl Harbor
occurred Frank was sent to Australia to join the Allied forces in the Pacific. He became well
known as a skilled pilot of the Lockheed P-38 Lightning aircraft. On March 1, 1942 he was
flying a P-40 when he was shot down over the island of Java. His escape from capture by
Japanese troops while on the handlebars of a local man’s bicycle was well publicized.

Frank was welcomed home to Clarksville as a hero in November 1942. Festivities
included a parade downtown on Franklin Street and Welcome Home Celebration at the B.F.
Goodrich plant where Adkins was employed at one time. The collection includes several
photographs of the event at the B.F. Goodrich plant. Some of these photographs are labeled with
the date April 28, 1943, but after review it was determined that all the photographs were from the
same event that Frank Adkins attended in November 1942,

On November 11, 1942 Frank Adkins married Charlotte Nicodemus of Winchester,
Virginia. The couple was only married for a short while before Frank was sent overseas again to
the Europe. He was there until 1944 when he was stationed at Kissimmee Air Field in
Kissimmee, Florida. Several copies of Frank’s military paperwork from this time period are
included in the collection. Although stationed in Florida, Frank was frequently in Texas for
assignments as a test pilot. On February 23, 1945 Frank Adkins was Killed in a plane crash near
Freeport, Texas. His remains were returned to Clarksville for burial in Greenwood Cemetery.

There was no discernable order to the arrangement of the collection upon receipt. It is
now arranged by subject, with a focus on the military career of Frank E. Adkins and how it
affected his family. Objects and oversized items have been placed in boxes at the end of the
collection. All photographs have been removed from the collection and housed with the Archives
Photograph Collection.
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CONTAINER LIST

1. Adkins family correspondence during Frank Adkins time in the Army, 1941-1945. (27

items)

Announcement--Admittance ticket and announcement for the Air Corps
Advanced Flying School graduation exercise, Kelly Field, Texas, July 11, 1941,
with envelope.

Letter--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, notifying her that he is in Australia and
about the trip to get there, January 13, 1942, with envelope.

Telegram--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, asking her to deposit money in the bank
to pay insurance premiums, February 8, 1942.

Telegram--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, asking if the money wire reached
home, March 15, 1942,

Letter--Frank Adkins to family, recounting his experience being shot down in the
Pacific, and asking about family back home, with envelope, April 6, 1942.
Portions of the letter have been cut out by censors.

Telegram--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, indicating that he is in Australia with
“Weanie,” May 5, 1942. There is a handwritten note at the bottom, “This I the last
news I’ve from Frank, this is one of our neighbor’s boys and which Frank was
very fond of.”

Telegram--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, letting them know he is happy to
receive mail, July 20, 1942.

Letter--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, September 6, 1942.

Letter--Frank Adkins to T.L. Williams, asking about a tire application for a new
tire, and asking Williams not to mention to anyone that he is going overseas
again, January 20, 1944,

Letter--Frank Adkins to Ethel Adkins, recounting the letters he received and
asking about a family trip to Winchester, with envelope, May 9, 1944,

Letter--Frank Adkins to unidentified family members, talking about his
experiences in England, May 25, 1944,

Letter, Frank Adkins to unidentified family members, asking the family to look
into discrepancies with his bank account, June 7, 1944.

Letter--Roosevelt Der Tatevasion (Curtiss-Wright Corporation) to Frank Adkins,
originally accompanied a copy of the book Damned to Glory and photographs
from the P-40 ceremonies, December 1, 1944.

Letter--N.M. Gwinner (New York Life Insurance Company) to Frank Adkins,
acknowledging receipt of payment and plans to change the policy rate, with
envelope and receipt, January 29, 1945.

Letter--Mark J. Henehan (Bell Aircraft Corporation) to Grover C. and Ethel
Adkins, asking for permission to run a story about Frank Adkins actions
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following being shot down in the Pacific, including a handwritten draft response
on the back, December 18, 1942.

= Postcard--Lillian Roberts to Ethel Adkins, thanking Adkins for taking care of
“Marie,” July 26, 1943

= Letter--Ethel Lister to Ethel Adkins, providing an update on family and lamenting
the effect of the war on families, 2 pages, with envelope, January 18, 1944.

= Letter--Margaret Adkins to Ethel Adkins, discussing Christmas gifts and plans, 3
pages, with envelope, November 17, 1944,

= Letter--Sue Gilkey, Winchester, VA to Ethel Adkins, Clarksville, TN, discussing
news from Charlotte and Frank Adkins and their plans not to return home for
Christmas, December 3, 1944.

= Letter--Margaret Adkins to Ethel Adkins, updating her on life away from home,
undated.

= Letter (Copy)--H. M. Farr to Bill [Shelton?], discussing Farr’s experiences with
Frank Adkins while serving together during WWII, 3 pages, July 23 1985[?].

= Card--Birthday card, not addressed, undated.
= Envelope--Addressed to Mrs. G.C. Adkins (Ethel), May 23, 1942.

= Envelope--Addressed from Frank E. Adkins, Orlando, FL to Mrs. G.C. Adkins,
Clarksville, TN, April 6, 1943.

= Envelope--Addressed from Mrs. W.A. Underdown, Norfolk, VA to Mrs. G.C.
Adkins, Clarksville, TN, August 5, 1943.

= Envelope--Addressed from Frank Adkins, New York, NY to Mrs. G.C. Adkins,
Clarksville, TN, May 26, 1944.

= Envelope--Addressed from Mrs. F.E. Adkins (Charlotte), Kissimmee, FL to Mrs.
G.C. Adkins, Clarksville, TN, November 15, 1944.

Military Orders--Frank Adkins station assignments and awards, 1944-1945. (20 items)
Menus--S.S. President Polk dinner menus, December, 1941. (2 items)

Program--B.F. Goodrich Company, Army-Navy “E” Award presentation, April 28, 1943.
Bills--Assorted utility bills for Frank Adkins, 1945. (7 items)

Magazines--Aviation magazines, November 1942 - September 1943. (4 items)
Clippings--Assorted newspaper clippings, ca. 1942-1945. (18 items)

Report (copy)--Frank Adkins report of death, March 10, 1945.

Booklet--Frank Adkins memorial booklet and calling card, 1945. (2 items)

. Book--Funeral/memorial book for Frank Adkins, March 3, 1945.
. Citation--Frank Adkins, American Legion Gold Star Citation, 1945.
. Correspondence, Charlotte Adkins, Miami, FL, to her mother-in-law, Ethel Adkins,

Clarksville, TN, May 21, 1945 - October 16, 1945 (8 items)

= May 21, 1945 - Discussing the accident that killed Frank Adkins and dealing with
the grief of the loss.

= May 29, 1945 - Talks about how hard it is to keep in contact because it reminds
her of Frank and how much she misses him.
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= June 12, 1945 - Talks about her efforts to get out with friends and how she does
not feel motivated. Also says she feels she has let her appearance go.

= June 28, 1945 - Talks about a recent visit to Orlando and how sad she was after
the trip.

= July 6, 1945 - Talks about how hard it is to move on from Frank and how she just
does not have any interest in going out and meeting anyone new.

= July 11, 1945 - Imagining what it is like for Frank in heaven and when she will be
able to join him there.

= July 16, 1945 - Discusses how much she misses Frank and how much her family
loved him.

= October 16, 1945 - Recounts a recent visit from her family to Florida.
Photographs (copies)--Assorted photographs of Frank Adkins, ca. 1941-1945. (6 items)

Marriage Certificates--Grover Cleveland Adkins and Ethel Darnell Adkins, 1919 & 1954.
(2 items)

Deeds--Adkins family deeds, March 1935 - August 1938. (7 items)
Deeds--Adkins family deeds, April 1939 - June 1941. (8 items)
Deeds--Adkins family deeds, January 1942 - June 1957 (6 items)

Invitation--Wedding invitation to the wedding of Madeline Kelly and John William Dury,
1929

Magazines--The Purple and Gold, May 1934, March 1946, and May 1948. (3 items)

Card--Sponsor’s Ticket, Clarksville High School Athletics for Kenneth Adkins, 1935-
1936.

Receipt--Grocery receipt, Grover Cleveland Adkins, 1946.

Papers--B.F. Goodrich employee reunion guest list and addresses, 1984. (3 items)
Book--Funeral/memorial book for Grover Cleveland Adkins, February 19, 1956.
Photographs (copies)--Assorted photographs of the Adkins family, undated. (3 items)
Notes--List of names of people in the Hickory Point School photographs (photograph
number 89 & 90), undated. (3 pages)

Notes--Genealogical notes on the Adkins family, undated. (5 items)

Letter--“Uncle Bud” to Ann Adkins, April 15, 1983 - Catching up on his life in a nursing
home, with a picture of Bud and his cat, “Little Tom.”

Book--Scripture Gems, miniature book of daily Bible verses with interpretation and
instruction, 1846. The front has two inscriptions, “Sarah F. King” and “Lillie Penick[?]
Book by Aunt & Fanie[?] 1884.

Book--Holy Bible, belonged to Frank Adkins and travelled with him while stationed
overseas during World War 11, 1943.

Thermometer--German thermometer stamped with the Reichsadler of Nazi Germany, an
eagle atop a swastika, undated.
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Poster--Welcome home poster for Frank E. Adkins, circa 1942.
Poster--“Lockheed Lightning, P-38” poster, undated.
Magazine--Life magazine, January 31, 1944.

Newspaper--Unidentified newspaper pages with a story on Chinese troops fighting the
Japanese in World War |1, undated.

Newspaper Clipping--Unidentified newspaper, marriage announcement of Dr. Ammie
Thomas Sikes and Bessie Mai Adkins, undated.

Newspaper Clipping--The American Weekly, “Fliers Who Made History by Bailing Out,”
undated.

Newspaper Clipping--Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, “National Loop Goes on Homer Spree
with 22 in One Day, Indians Take Two from Yanks,” June 13, 1955.

Newspaper--Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, Front page article on Lt. Frank Adkins
experiences in the Pacific and back page tribute to Adkins from the B.F. Goodrich Co.,
November 2, 1942.

Newspaper--Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, Front page article on the marriage of Lt. Frank
Adkins to Charlotte Nicodemus, November 9, 1942,

Newspaper--All State, Front page article on the marriage of Lt. Frank Adkins to Charlotte
Nicodemus, November 6, 1942,

Newspaper--Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Edition, December 6,
1991.

Newspaper--Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Pearl Harbor Remembrance Edition, December 7,
1991.

Newspaper--Cumberland Lore, “Bill Shelton Remembers Frank Adkins,” January 1990.
Newspaper--Cumberland Lore, Adkins family history, February 1999.

Ledger--circa 1893-1895
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Photographs

Box 1 (2018.028.001 — 2018.028.060)
1. Photograph 1D# 2018.028.001 - 2018.028.010

Francis Marion Adkins and wife Ida Texas Rhinehart Adkins in front of their
house with family and friends, ca. 1900-1902.

(Reproduction) - Formal portrait, possibly Francis Marion Adkins, undated.
Wiley Adkins and his wife Ruth, wearing WW!I military uniforms, undated.

Wiley Adkins and his wife Ruther, wearing WWI1 military uniforms while
standing front of flower bushes, undated.

Formal portrait, Madeline Kelley, daughter of Una Pearl Adkins, ca. 1920-1925.
Madeline Kelley in a bathing suit, ca. 1930-1939.

Grover Cleveland Adkins sits on the ground with his son Harold Adkins and niece
Madeline Kelley, ca. 1915-1920.

Ethel Darnell Adkins and her husband Grover Cleveland Adkins hold hands for a
playful snapshot, undated.

Grover Cleveland Adkins and wife Ethel standing in a wheat field on their farm,
undated.

Grover Cleveland Adkins and a young boy, possibly Harold Adkins, fishing from
a boat in Norfolk, VA, ca. 1917-1922.

2. Photograph ID# 2018.028.011 - 2018.028.020

The Adkins family having a picnic outside, ca. 1918-1922.
Formal portrait, Grover Cleveland Adkins, ca. 1910-1920.

Formal portrait, Grover Cleveland Adkins, damaged and repaired with tape, ca.
1910-1920.

Grover Cleveland Adkins (center) and two unidentified individuals in an office of
the Montgomery County Courthouse, undated.

A large group of unidentified men sit around a table set for a meal, Grover
Cleveland Adkins fourth from the right, undated.

Ethel Adkins and an unidentified man stand in front of a car, ca. 1925-1935.
Ethel Adkins standing on a sidewalk in front of tropical plants, undated.
Blurry photograph of Ethel Adkins with a dog, undated.

Ethel Adkins and A.J.[?] Pressler stand together on a sidewalk, undated.
Ethel Adkins at Dotsonville Road home, July 1957.

3. Photograph ID# 2018.028.021 - 2018.028.030

Ethel Adkins (left) and an unidentified elderly couple, undated.
Ethel Adkins and an unidentified woman standing in a walkway, undated.

Post card portrait of Doris Adkins, oldest child of G.C. and Ethel Adkins, ca.
1910.

Portrait in a cardboard frame with a swastika on the cover, ca. 1910.
Portrait, an infant Doris Adkins, ca. 1910.
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Oversized portrait of an infant Doris Adkins, ca. 1910. (2 photographs)

(Reproduction) - Clarksville High School graduation portrait, Kenneth G. Adkins,
ca. 1918.

Blurry photograph of a young man, possibly Harold Adkins, driving horses
harnessed to a cart, undated.

Harold and Frank Adkins sit with two unidentified men on a bench outside,
undated.

Brothers Harold and Frank Adkins play with toys outside, undated.

4. Photograph ID# 2018.028.031 - 2018.028.040

Brothers Frank and Harold Adkins play with a rocking horse and a toy car, ca.
1916-1920 (2 photographs)

Frank Adkins sits on top of Harold Adkins’ shoulders, ca. 1917-1920.

Harold and Frank Adkins playing with their dog and a wagon on a farm, ca. 1918-
1922.

Harold Adkins, an unidentified young boy, and Frank Adkins sit on a bench
together, ca. 1920-1925.

Harold and Frank Adkins sit on the ground at the top of a hill, ca. 1920-1925.

Group photograph of a party at Harold and Frank Adkins’ school in Norfolk,
Virginia, ca. 1920-1925.

Gravesite of Harold Adkins, 1926. (4 photographs)

5. Photograph ID# 2018.028.041-2018.028.050

Gravesite of Harold Adkins, 1926. (2 photographs)

Ethel Adkins and unidentified woman tenant on the steps of the Adkins family
home at 819 Franklin Street, Clarksville, Tennessee, undated.

Upstairs tenants lounge on the lawn of the Adkins family home in Clarksville,
Tennessee, ca. 1940-1945. (2 photographs)

Front exterior of the Adkins family home at 819 Franklin Street, Clarksville,
Tennessee, undated. (2 photographs)

Frank Adkins, Dorothy Adkins, Harold Adkins, Susie Mae Shelton, and Billy
Shelton (crouched) stop in the road for a photograph, ca. 1925-1935.

A young boy, possibly Harold or Frank Adkins standing on a hill, undated.

6. Photograph ID# 2018.028.051 - 2018.028.060

Formal portrait, Frank Adkins, in a cardboard frame, ca. 1930-1940.
Frank Adkins as a toddler, ca. 1916-1919.
Formal military portraits, Frank Adkins, ca. 1941-1945 (8 photographs)

Unidentified Army Air Corps event, possibly Air Corps Advanced Flying School
Graduation Exercises, Kelly Air Field, Texas, ca. July 11, 1941. (5 photographs)

Box 2 (2018.028.061 — 2018.028.124)
1. Photograph ID# 2018.028.061 - 2018.028.085
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Unidentified Army Air Corps event, possibly Air Corps Advanced Flying School
Graduation Exercises, Kelly Air Field, Texas, ca. July 11, 1941. (25 photographs)

2. Photograph ID# 2018.028.086 - 2018.028.101

Welcome home parade for Frank Adkins, Clarksville, Tennessee, November
1942,

Welcome home celebration for Frank Adkins, held at the B.F. Goodrich plant in
Clarksville, Tennessee, November 3, 1942. (15 photographs)

3. Photograph ID# 2018.028.102 - 2018.028.115

Charlotte Nicodemus Adkins standing in front of a Buick, ca. 1941-1945.

Charlotte Nicodemus Adkins, taken in front of her home in Winchester, Virginia,
ca. 1941-1945. (2 photographs)

Formal portrait, Charlotte Nicodemus Adkins, undated.
Formal portrait, Charlotte Nicodemus Adkins, ca. 1942,

Newlyweds Charlotte and Frank Adkins with Charlotte’s family at their wedding
receptions, November 11, 1942. (2 photographs)

Guests look on as newlyweds Frank and Charlotte Nicodemus Adkins cut their
wedding cake, November 11, 1942.

Event sponsored by Curtiss-Wright Corporation to celebrate the production of the

15,000" “pursuit plane” produced by the company for the military, November 22,
1944. (4 photographs)

An unidentified man sits in the cockpit of a P-40 airplane, undated.
An unidentified pilot in full flight gear smiles at the camera, ca. 1941-1945.

4. Photograph ID# 2018.028.116 - 2018.028.124

Promotional artwork for the P-40 aircraft, by Lloyd Howe, ca. 1940-1944 (10
photographs)

Artwork for the book Damned to Glory, featuring a battle-damaged P-40 aircraft,
undated.

Box 3 (2018.028.125 — 2018.028.172)
1. Photograph 1D# 2018.028.125 - 2018.028.140

Members of the “b” Flight, 25" Pursuit Squadron, October 30, 1941. (2
photographs)

Frank Adkins sitting atop the “Army mule” while the mule drinks from a bottle of
soda, ca. 1941-1945.

Frank Adkins in uniform with an unidentified woman, ca. 1941-1945.

A P-38 aircraft on the runway, ca. 1941-1945.

Lt. Morris C. Caldwell, friend of Frank Adkins, December 14, 1941 (2
photographs)

Frank Adkins with his wife Charlotte and his family, ca. 1942-1945.

Frank Adkins stand in front of a plane and looks to the sky, ca. 1941-1945.
Frank Adkins sits in the cockpit of an airplane as he looks away, ca. 1941-1945.
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Portrait, Frank Adkins looks off into the distance while in Australia, ca. 1941-
1942.

Frank Adkins and five unidentified pilots kneel in the middle of an airfield, ca.
1942-1945.

Frank Adkins sitting in the cockpit of an airplane, ca. 1941-1945.

Frank Adkins in uniform, standing in front of the Adkins family home on Franklin
Street, ca. 1941-1945.

Frank Adkins smiles at the camera as he climbs into the cockpit of an airplane,
1941-1945.

Gravesite of Frank E. Adkins, Greenwood Cemetery, Clarksville, Tennessee,
March 1945.

2. Photograph ID# 2018.028.141 - 2018.028.153

A small group of people stand in front of a house, off in the distance, undated.

A group of men, including possibly Riley Darnell and Bob Johnston in an
unidentified saloon, ca. 1890-1900.

Formal portrait, Ed Darnell, undated.
Portrait, Millie and Harold Darnell, undated (2 photographs)
Annis Darnell Whitefield at her home in New Providence, undated.

Annis Whitefield and her daughter Mary Anita Darnell, in front of a house in
New Providence, February 17, 1955.

Post card photograph, Yra A. Trice and Margaret Trice sitting on rocks, undated.
Brothers Thomas and Louis Trice sit together on a rock formation, ca. 1900-1920.

The mother of Louis E. Trice I, Yra Trice, in a rocking chair holding her dog,
November 1938.

Hortense Parmer, aunt of Louis Trice I, at the Botanical Gardens in Ft. Worth,
June 1939.

Louis E. Trice Il, standing in front of a row of trees, summer 1938.
Portrait in a cardboard frame, possibly Louis Trice, ca. 1945.

3. Photograph ID# 2018.028.0154 - 2018.028.157

The B.F. Goodrich plant in Clarksville, Tennessee, undated. (2 photographs)

Dot[?] Jones and Dot[?] Jackson standing on the steps at the B.F. Goodrich plant
in Clarksville, Tennessee, undated.

Group photograph of former B.F. Goodrich employees at a reunion, June 19,
1984.

4. Photograph ID# 2018.028.158 - 2018.028.162

Negative - Hickory Point School, Tennessee, class photo, ca. 1930.

A young boy leans against the exterior wall of possibly Hickory Point School,
while another stands in the doorway, undated.

Post card, Hickory Point School students and teacher, undated.
Hickory Point School class photograph, ca. 1925-1926.

11



Adkins Family Papers
Acc. #: 2018.028

Hickory Point School, inside of the classroom, ca. 1930.

5. Photograph ID# 2018.028.163 - 2018.028.172

Formal portrait, Helen Young of New Providence, undated.
Hunting dogs on the hood of a car with their game displayed, undated.

A group of people sit on a fence and watch as Joe Smith, Paul Brown, and Evelyn
Brown swim in a pool at Happy Hollow, May 16, 1947.

Three unidentified men stand behind jugs and barrels, undated. (damaged, fragile)

Unidentified young man holding a dog with an unidentified older woman,
undated.

Unidentified young woman, undated.

Post card, two men look on at an advertisement for Purina Chows featuring a man
wearing a horse rider costume, in front of the feed store at the corner of Third and
College Streets, Clarksville, Tennessee, undated.

Kay Kyeser as the “Ol’ Perfessor” performing with his band, ca. 1935-1949.

A carriage with animals for the Walter L. Main circus passes by spectators, ca.
1920-1929.

A trolley car running on an unidentified street, ca. 1918.

Box 4 (2018.028.173 — 2018.028.174)
1. Framed formal portrait, Grover Cleveland Adkins, ca. 1910-1920.
2. Formal portrait, Frank Adkins, ca. 1941-1945.
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